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SUMMARY Due to a combination of COVID-19 and
retirements, the Barnes Museum
remained closed for much of FY 2020-
2021, with the most dramatic closure
being between December and June. The
Museum did open during the final two
weeks of the fiscal year for tours on
Wednesdays and Fridays from 1pm –
5pm with the assistance of two summer
interns. 

From July through December, the
museum provided a substantial offering
of virtual programs. From October
through December, guided tours of the
museum were offered by appointment
with the assistance of several volunteers. 

Virtual programming aligned to a
schedule of Songs of the Steinway on
Mondays and Fridays, Trivia Tuesday,
What is it Wednesday, and Throwback
Thursday. Songs of the Steinway created
a video experience for viewers to listen
to the recently restored 1914 Steinway
Player Pianola. What is it Wednesday
was broadcast live on Facebook and
later uploaded to YouTube. Acting
curator, Bonnie Plourde, would provide
an in-depth discussion of one of the
Museum’s objects, including history and
purpose. Live participants could ask
questions in real time. Trivia Tuesday
and Throwback Thursday encouraged
interactions via Facebook and YouTube. 
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As tours of the Museum were limited, the
Barnes Museum modified their
traditionally robust holiday decorations
and instead installed two trees on the
lower level. The tree on the porch
adhered to a theme of gratefulness and
visitors (virtual and physical) were invited
to contribute what they were grateful for
on a wooden ornament. 

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas, a
virtual presentation of American
Christmas traditions, was available
during the month of December.
Professional holiday photos with John
Atasian were offered, as was Zoom to
the North Pole with Santa and Mrs.
Clause—recorded videos were also sent
out. 

The Museum was pleased to partner with
the Southington Public Library and
LiveWell for a visit of LiveWell’s Memory
Café.  A video tour of the grounds and
Leila’s bedroom was created for virtual
participation in Connecticut’s 2021 Open
House Day. 

"Bonnie and the virtual museum programming have been a true lifeline for me during this
pandemic. The music, the stories, the artifacts, and now the tours have provided a much
needed connection in my life right now. Thank you for all that you are doing to keep the
public connected and having fun during these crazy times."

-Paula Durso

"Your “Songs of the Steinway” segment is wonderful. We sit there and just smile. The
music is lovely and fun to listen to and so are you. You do a great job. Thank you for all
you do. I wonder if you know what happiness you bring with that beautiful music."

-Elizabet & Thomas Pepe
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BUILDING UPKEEP
After years of planning, the Veranda
Roof and Railing Restoration Project was
completed. Funded in part by the State
Historic Preservation Office with the
State of Connecticut, the veranda roof
and railings were meticulously restored
or replaced to period standards in order
to maintain the integrity of the
homestead and museum. 

Joanne Cyr, former Barnes Caretaker
and current Library staff member, spent
considerable time researching and
updating the flower gardens with period
appropriate heritage plants. 

Additional thanks to Library staff,
Elizabeth Chubet and Stanley
Chmielewski, for their assistance with
general upkeep and functions. 

GENEROUS SUPPORT
The Barnes Museum would like to extend
its deepest thanks to the following
people for volunteering their time and
skills over the last fiscal year. If anyone
was forgotten, please accept our
apologies as we have had tremendous
staff turnover this year. 

Donations
The Museum accepted multiple
donations of music scrolls for the player
pianola. Though our collection policy
only accepts donations of items that
once belonged to or were connected to
the family, exceptions are made for
objects given regular use. The music
scrolls played during Songs of the
Steinway were all donations, and the
family’s original collection remains
preserved. 

The Stellar Program
Youth Services Volunteer Group 
The Boychuck Family
Brenda Wooding
John Atasian 
Nadia Dillon
Carlyn Kosienski


